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An Appeal for Assistance for The Way Home Project
and Its Founder, Calvin Malone

More than thirty years ago, while we were living in Japan, we received a letter from Calvin Malone, an inmate at a State
prison in Washington State. Calvin told us that, having become Buddhist in prison, he had found a book in the prison library
which had been donated by Buddhist Relief Mission and was writing to express his appreciation. The correspondence which
this short letter initiated added a new dimension to Buddhist Relief Mission and truly changed our lives. It became apparent
from his frequent letters that Calvin had a keen intellect and great depth. 

Over the years, Calvin described his life in prison and told us how, as a Buddhist, he was able overcome many hurdles
he daily faced. He also wrote about exchanges he had had with various officers and chaplains, and his efforts to gain
recognition of and equal rights for Buddhists in the institutions where he had been held. In one of his letters, he explained
that, through his lucrative jobs, he had saved enough money to send his German mother back to Europe for a final visit, but
that he was not able, from prison, to make the arrangements, and he requested our assistance. We were happy to contact a
travel agent. It was easy; everything went splendidly; and the trip meant the world to her.

We became so inspired by Calvin�s activities that, in 2000, we accepted his invitation to the annual Buddhist Celebration
at Airway Heights Corrections Center in Spokane, Washington. We were happy finally to meet Calvin and to share stories
with members of his Buddhist group and some of the volunteers assisting them. Calvin�s dedication encouraged us to write
to the Michigan Department of Corrections while we were in Flint. We were honored that  the Department gave us recognition

as volunteer assistant chaplains. During our six years in Michigan, we were able to visit several prisons, to meet Buddhist inmates, and to cooperate
with chaplains throughout the state. From these encounters, one of our key concerns became the improvement of conditions and support for Buddhist
projects in prisons in the United States.

Through Calvin�s introduction and our own prison-work experience, we corresponded with several inmates. We were also able
to meet a few prisoners after their release and to assist them in their reentry into society. Recently, one of these correspondents
visited us in Sri Lanka, and it was a memorable and rewarding experience for us, him, and many Kandy friends! 

In 2008, Wisdom Publications released Calvin�s book, Razor-wire Dharma, an inspiring  collection of essays on life in prison
as a Buddhist. This book has been universally praised as a guide not only for those incarcerated, but for anyone open to using
Buddhist teachings to deal with the problems of hatred, anger, frustration, fear, and jealousy that face us everyday. Unfortunately,
the book is out-of-print (Amazon has only one copy in stock.), so, if Wisdom does not reprint it, we are searching for another
publisher for a second edition.

Since his release, Calvin has suffered a relapse of cancer and is undergoing chemotherapy.
Nevertheless, he has spent most of his time and energy remodeling a house in Olympia, WA, for the
owner, who was completing his prison sentence. To carry out this work Calvin hired ex-convicts. When it became possible,
Calvin opened the completed rooms to released prisoners to assist in their reentry into society and to prevent homelessness.
This was entirely in line with Calvin�s long-cherished dream, The Way Home Project.

In addition to providing a safe, temporary residence for those leaving
correctional facilities, The Way-Home Project intends to empower
individuals with inner tools for self-improvement, to foster community
support, and to build a strong network of post-release assistance. Thus,
a central pillar of the project is to ensure a smooth and successful
reintegration process for those transitioning back into society. 

The Way Home Project also aims to develop various programs to
support prisoners who are practicing Buddhism. Taking advantage of

the network developed through his activism, Calvin has enabled us to donate copies of Jataka
Tales of the Buddha to prison libraries in many states. In order to firmly establish The Way Home
Project and to develop it into a national movement, Calvin needs the support, cooperation, and
involvement of interested Buddhist leaders and other charitable organizations. Considering the direction the increasingly privatized for-business
prison industry in the United States is taking, The Way Home Project offers an outstanding model for the entire nation.

The owner of the remodeled house was recently released and, finding the property much more valuable than it had been before Calvin began
his work, has decided to sell the house and make an immense profit. This came as a great shock to Calvin, for he had understood that his friend and
the house would be part of The Way-Home Project. 

Despite his vulnerability from ICE in the current situation, as a black naturalized citizen (His black father was a soldier in Germany after World
War II.) with a criminal record, Calvin remains very active. 

He was a leading advocate in the 2018 abolishment of the death
penalty in Washington State. He was also a crucial party in a
successful lawsuit requiring Washington State Prisons to provide
smoke-free facilities for inmates. Calvin has also joined his friends
at Olympia Zen Center in No Kings and anti-ICE protests.

In addition to his expensive cancer treatment, Calvin now faces
the prospect of homelessness. Buddhist Relief Mission would like
to support his projects and to provide for his safety and well-being.
Our assistance, however, is dependent on donations from our
supporters. Thank you all for your generous cooperation.
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Fleeing home to seek safety is one of the hardest choices anyone can make, but becoming a refugee should
not define a person�s life. Refugees have been forced to abandon their homes, but they should never be forced
to abandon their hope: for a safe place to live, for the opportunity to study, for the chance of decent work.

But the unacceptable reality is that millions of refugees today find themselves trapped in dependency,
relying on a dwindling amount of aid for their daily survival. For too many, what begins as an emergency
becomes years � sometimes decades � of waiting. This must change. Refugees need more than protection
from danger; they need opportunities to rebuild their lives with dignity. Being a refugee is meant to be a
temporary condition, not a lifelong fate.

Every day, refugees contribute to the communities that have welcomed them � as workers, students,
neighbours, artists, athletes, entrepreneurs, and leaders. Given the opportunity, they rebuild their lives and help
strengthen the societies around them. (Adapted from a statement by UNHCR)

This dana was held to mark World Refugee Day 2026, but Buddhist Relief Mission
also supports other projects in many countries. We are helping a nun build a nunnery
in Vietnam and a monk build a monastery in northern India. Your donations will help
us to carry out programs such as these, as well as to provide food, medicine, and other
essentials to families, students, schools, monasteries, hospitals, and other institutions
in Sri Lanka during this economic crisis. Thank you for your generous support!
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The Rohingya are a Muslim minority who have been living in Rakhine State, Myanmar, for

many centuries. Successive governmental regimes, claiming that they are migrants from

Bangladesh, have not recognized them as an indigenous ethnic group. They have been

severely discriminated against by Bamar and Rakhine Buddhists. In 2017, the current

Myanmar government instigated a military campaign against this community, which rapidly

developed into a concerted genocide, displacing more than one million Rohingya, most of

whom escaped across the Naf River into Bangladeshi refugee camps. Entire villages were

burned, and thousands of Rohingya were killed.

The deadliest single incident occurred on July 8, when monsoon rains triggered a landslide that tore through a girls’ school. Students had been
getting ready for class when part of the structure suddenly caved in. “Those of us who were on the western side managed to get out,” a teacher
said, “but everyone on the eastern side was buried under the debris.” Residents of the camp began pulling survivors from the rubble.  Emergency
personnel later took over rescue operations, treating the injured and recovering the bodies. The search was officially called off that evening. 
Six girls were killed.
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Deadly Flood and Landslides in Rohingya Refugee Camps in Bangladesh

URGENT APPEAL
At the beginning of July, relentless rainfall flooded large

sections of the refugee camps. Water entered homes built from
bamboo and tarpaulins, roads disappeared beneath muddy
floodwater, and families struggled to protect their few
belongings. The temporary shelters were never built to withstand
repeated natural disasters. Families who have already survived
violence and forced displacement must now face another
battle–this time against nature.

20,000 refugees were affected, and 2000 shelters were
damaged or destroyed by the flooding and landslides. Parts of
some of the camps, which house more than one million refugees,
were completely under water!

With recent cuts in funding, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is unable to provide
adequate relief for the displaced refugees, who were already
struggling with lack of food and health services. BRM is asking
for donations, which can be channeled through an NGO working
directly in the camps. Please help save lives and offer some hope
to these suffering refugees, who are struggling against disasters,
both manmade and natural.
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