In memory of Ven,
Udadumbara Sumangala
Thero and N. G, Anulawatte

“Seeking safety is a right, and it
needs to be upheld for every
person. Protecting people forced
to flee is a collective global

Click this photo to hear Ven.
Mettajiva’s Dhamma lesson
about refugees and peace.

responsibility. We have to WORL‘b :
remember this could happen to REFUGEE

anyone, anywhere.”-Ben Stiller DAY.

June 20, 2026

Feeing hometo seek safety isone of the hardest choices anyone can make, but becoming arefugee should
not define aperson’ slife. Refugees have been forced to abandon their homes, but they should never beforced
to abandon their hope: for a safe placeto live, for the opportunity to study, for the chance of decent work.

But the unacceptable redlity is that millions of refugees today find themselves trapped in dependency,
relying on a dwindling amount of aid for their daily survival. For too many, what begins as an emergency
™ becomes years— sometimes decades — of waiting. This must change. Refugees need more than protection

. from danger; they need opportunities to rebuild their lives with dignity. Being a refugee is meant to be a

temporary condition, not alifelong fate.

Every day, refugees contribute to the communities that have welcomed them — as workers, students,

1 neighbours, artists, athletes, entrepreneurs, and leaders. Given the opportunity, they rebuild their livesand help

srengthen the societies around them. (Adapted from a statement by UNHCR)

NO ONE
CHOOSES

TOBEA
REFUGEE!

Click the peace symbol to
view all the images
. posted around the house.

ﬁﬂfﬂ; https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2VNPE5P8FZP58
TE3~==2 Donations may also be made In case of a bank deposit, please
in Sri Lankavia inthe U.S. via: send donor’ s name and the
Commercial Bank, River Bank & Trust amount of the donation by SM'S

Anniwatte Branch Buddhist Relief Mission or WhatsApp to

bank transfer,
please send a

A/C 8254001210 A/C 262527856 +94-77-964-9292 or by email to

Kenneth Kawasaki ABA Code: 062206567 buddhist@brelief.org

This danawas held to mark World Refugee Day 2026, but Buddhist Relief Mission
also supports other projectsin many countries. We are hel ping anun build anunnery
inVietnam and amonk build amonastery in northern India. Y our donationswill help

usto carry out programs such asthese, aswell asto providefood, medicine, and other
essentialsto families, students, school s, monasteries, hospitals, and other institutions
in Sri Lanka during this economic crisis. Thank you for your generous support!
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https://www.brelief.org/support/r-d/Refugee_Dsy_Dana_Ven_Mettajiva.mp3
https://www.brelief.org/support/r-d/Refugee_Day_signs.pdf
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=2VNPE5P8FZP58

